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JOSEPH MONTGOMERY. 

BY WM. H. EG1E, M.D. 
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Among the names which adorned the Continental Congress 
one seems to have been lost to view. We refer to the Rev. 
Joseph Montgomery, A.M., elected to Congress by the Assem- 
bly of Pennsylvania in Nov. 1780, and again the year follow- 
ing. It seems strange that not only that excellent historian 
Jared Sparks in preparing a list of those illustrious men of 
yore should omit the name of him to whom we refer, but that 
Mr. Lanman in his valuable Dictionary of Congress should 
also fail to make any reference to the services of Joseph 
Montgomery. We can only account for this omission, from 
the fact that his successor in that famous body was John 
Montgomery, and unfortunately both generally signed their 
names J. Montgomery. "With this introductory note we shall 
give very briefly the main facts in his life. 

Joseph Montgomery, the son of Robert and Sarah Mont- 
gomery, was born in the county of Armagh, Ireland, in the 
year 1732. His parents removed to America and settled in 
what is now Dauphin County, about 1737 or 1738. Joseph 
received a classical education, and graduated at the College 
of New Jersey in 1755. In 1760 both the colleges of Phila- 
delphia and Yale conferred on him the degree of A.M. Mr. 
Montgomery was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia between the meetings of Synod in 1759 and 
1760. He was ordained by the Presbytery of Lewes between 
the meetings of Synod in 1761 and 1762, and became pastor 
of the congregation of Georgetown, Delaware. This relation 
was continued until 1769, when we find him in charge of the 
congregations of New Castle and Christiana Bridge. How 
long he remained the pastor here is not known, but towards 
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the close of 1779 we find him at Paxtang without a charge, 
owing to ill state of health. In the spring of the following 
year he was on the frontiers of Northumberland County 
assisting in alleviating the miseries of the distressed inhabit- 
ants, which generous services, President Reed acknowledged 
with grateful thanks. In November, 1780, the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania elected Mr. Montgomery to the Confederated or 
Continental Congress, and again in November, 1781 — serving 
from December, 1780, to December, 1782. Owing to continued 
bad health he declined a further election. In 1783 he was 
appointed by the Assembly one of the commissioners to settle 
the Wyoming controversy, of which body he was chairman. 
In this capacity he served until May 31, 1787, when he 
resigned. 

Upon the formation of the new county of Dauphin, Mr. 
Montgomery was appointed by the Supreme Executive Council 
its first register and recorder. The same year (1785), the 
Presbytery of New Castle reported to the Synod, " that, in 
consequence of Mr. Joseph Montgomery's having informed 
them, that through bodily indisposition he was incapable of 
ofliciating in the ministry, and having also accepted an ofiice 
under the civil authority, they have left his name out of their 
records." He died, much lamented, at Harrisburg in the early 
part of the month of October, 1794, and was buried at Pax- 
tang Church graveyard. Mr. Montgomery married, previous 
to the Revolution, Miss Rachel Pettit, of Philadelphia. His 
widow and three children survived him — John, Sarah Pettit, 
and Elizabeth. Sarah married Thomas Forster, and Elizabeth 
Samuel Laird, both distinguished lawyers and representative 
men in the interior of the State at the beginning of the present 
century. Mrs. Rachel Montgomery survived her husband a 
few years, dying July 28, 1798. 



